


Negative experiences

The reality of such a large event as NCYC is that not everyone will have
the mountain top experience that we would hope. ncyc11 is committed to
being a safe place for all delegates and to providing appropriate leadership
and pastoral support. However, a simple thing such a having a cold all
week can drain you of energy and make the program seem long and tiring.
Sometimes personalities clash within communities and sometimes new
experiences can be disturbing or threaten our comfort zones. For a variety
of reasons some people will return home disappointed.

+ So talk to them...

* Ask some questions...

+  Offer pastoral support...

+ Help them process their experiences of NCYC...

This makes it even more important that you ensure your congregation has
found mentors to meet with delegates individually or in small groups and
encouraged them to make time available after NCYC. It will be your job to
continue a faith and pastoral relationship with your young people.

The Challenge is how we are going to take the next step together?

21



NCYC is more than another youth camp — it’s where we are allowed to
dream of what we want the church to be like.

Young people are challenged, encouraged, trained, released and supported
to dream the big dreams, and listen for God’s call.

Yes, we want you to listen to them. But it’s more than that as well. We
want you to dream about what sort of church you want! Imagine the sort
of conversation that could happen with your delegates when they return
home...

That’s a pretty big question for all of us, one we need to ponder, discuss
and move forward on together.



Liturgies for sending & receiving

The following liturgies have been suggested as suitable liturgies to be
used for sending out and welcoming back your delegates and volunteers
participating in the week of ncyc11. Please feel free to change and edit as
appropriate for your context.

NCYC - Sending liturgy
Leader:

Since its beginning, the Christian story has been one of journeys, where
Jesus’ followers have been called to gather and be sent, to celebrate and
follow.

Today we pray especially for those from our community who are embarking
on a new adventure, traveling to NCYC as delegates and volunteers. We
will be praying that they will find new courage to risk following Jesus, new
inspiration to live with justice and love, and new hope to believe God’s
kingdom will come.

Congregation read [to the delegates and volunteers]:
As you get ready to go we have some things to ask of you:

That you will go with minds and hearts open, ready to be surprised and to
risk being changed by the experience. That you will challenge us with your
experience and wisdom on return telling us your stories and how you have
been changed by the experience.
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Delegates and volunteers read [to the congregation]:

We have some things to ask of you:

That you will pray for us while we prepare, and until we return.

That you will hear our stories on return - and again, months down the track
and that you will be willing to hear the challenge of God through our words
and actions.

Leader:

Let us pray:

God of adventure and risk, you call us to follow a path into the unknown

to take risks and to search for the way of wholeness, justice and love in the
wilderness of our lives and world.

We pray for those from our community who are attending NCYC as
delegates and volunteers. We ask that this will be an opportunity to
encounter your presence through new people and new experiences.

May they encounter your love in the moments of joy and fun, your
compassion in moments of loneliness and fear, your grace in moments of
awkwardness and discomfort, your hope in moments of questioning and
unknowing.

May they be blessed and be a blessing.



We pray for those who are preparing the way for their arrival at NCYC — for
the organisers and members of teams. May they know grace and calmness
over the next few weeks.

We pray for those of us who are not going to NCYC. We pray that for each
of us this will also be a time of hearing a deeper call to new life.

May we prepare the way for your Kingdom, God.
All:

Hear our prayers in the name of Jesus, who walks with us and before us.
Amen.




NCYC - Returning liturgy

[It would be appropriate that something from ncyc11 be used here — a song
or maybe a gathering/blessing from one of the community times or whole
Convention worships]

Leader:

We gather again, a community of faith - made richer from the journeys

we have taken since the last time we were together, made richer by our
commitment to gather again together.

We prayed before you left for NCYC that you would discover new courage
to risk following Jesus, new inspiration to live with justice and love, and new
hope to believe God’s kingdom will come.

Can you tell us your stories of NCYC?

[Space for delegates and volunteers to share some of their stories and
experiences, and perhaps some of the music / videos from NCYC.]

Leader:

Thanks for sharing. We look forward to hearing more of your stories and
experiences, and how your lives have been changed over the coming
months.

Congregation:

We are challenged by your stories and your enthusiasm, and by what you
have told us of your encounter with God.

We pray you will continue to trust us with your stories.

We pray you will be patient with us in the times when we don’t understand,
and we pray you will challenge us through your words and actions to follow
the way of Jesus into new places and in new ways.



Delegates and volunteers:

Thank you for your willingness to journey with us and for the community you
offer us. We pray that we will listen for your stories and wisdom as well.

Delegates:

We are back and ready to live the way of faith with this community
Congregation:

Come and take your rightful place

Delegates:

We are back to share with you in the journey of life and faith.
Congregation:

Come and take your valuable place.

Delegates:

We are back and ready to be part of whatever and wherever God will take
us.

Congregation:
We will be the people of God together.
Amen.




‘ Looking forward
to seeihg you at
ncyci1i!

Contact us:

Phone: 07 8377 9750

Fax: 07 3377 9717

Email: info@ncyc11.com.au
Web: www.ncyc11.com.au
facebook.com/ncyc11
twitter.com/ncyc11
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